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CONFIDENTIAL ROME 16570 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: MARR, MNUC, IT, OCON 

SUBJECT: NUCLEAR POWERED WARSHIP RELATED ISSUES 
REF: STATE 206236 

1. AT RECENT LUNCHEON WITH EDITOR OF LA STAMPS, ARRIGO 
LEVI, AMBASSADOR REFERRED TO TENDENTIOUS ARTICLE ON 
U.S. SUBMARINE PRESENCE LA MADDALENA WHICH APPEARED 
IN THAT JOURNAL ON OCT. 24, 1975, "FEW ADVANTAGES, TOO 
MUCH FEAR". LEVI AGREED THAT ARTICLE LACKED BALANCE. 
APPARENTLY AT LEVI'S INSTIGATION, LA STAMPA REPORTER 
REMO LUGLI HAS CONTACTED MISSION WITH REQUEST FOR 
ASSISTANCE IN ARRANGING VISIT TO LA MADDALENA. LUGLI 
HAS ASKED, INTER ALIA, FOR SERIOUS BRIEFING ON THE 
FACILITY, ITS MISSION, HOW IT OPERATES, AND WHAT 

SAFETY GUAR ANTEF.NS AND DATA EXIST. IF POSSIBLE, HE WOULD 
LIKE TO VISIT A NUCLEAR POWERED SUBMARINE. 

2. LA STAMPA IS GENERALLY FRIENDLY NEWSPAPER OF NATION- 
AL STATURE, BUT NOT ABOVE ENGAGING IN SHARP CRITICISM 
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OF THE U.S. AS IS GENERALLY THE CASE IN THE ITALIAN 
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PRESS, LEVI PROBABLY DOES NOT EXERT AS MUCH EDITORIAL 
CONTROL OVER WHAT IS PUBLISHED IN LA STAMPA AS WOULD A 
TYPICAL AMERICAN COUNTERPART. NONETHELESS, HE CAN, AS 
DEMONSTRATED IN THIS INSTANCE, ATTEMPT TO ACHIEVE SOME 
BALANCE IN REPORTING. LUGLI IS, WE BELIEVE, A RESPONBSIBLE 
AND RESPECTED MEMBER OF THE LA STAMPA STAFF WHO CAN BE 
EXPECTED, PROVIDED THE APPROPRIATE BACKGROUND, TO GIVE THE 
LA MADDALENA STORY A FAIR SHAKE. 

3. WE WOULD OF COURSE PREFER THAT NOTHING BE WRITTEN 
ABOUT LA MADDALENA. UNDER EXISTING POLICY GUIDELINES, 

WE ARE UNABLE TO RESPOND TO THE KIND OF OUTRAGEOUS CHARG- 
ES THAT CONTINUE TO APPEAR IN THE ITALIAN PRESS 
ABOUT THE "SINISTER THREAT"OF OUR PRESENCE ON THE 
ISLAND. BUT THE RADIOACTIVE POLUTION ISSUE AND THE 
PURPORTED THREAT OF NUCLEAR ACCIDENT ARE SUCH AS TO 
PROVIDE IRRESISTIBLE GRIST FOR THE MILLS OF THE DOOMS- 
DAY WRITERS OF THE SENSATIONALIST ITALIAN PRESS, BUT WE 
OUGHT, WHENEVER POSSIBLE, ENCOURAGE THE ADDITION OF 
SOME BALANCE TO THE REPORTING. IN A WORST CASE SCENARIO, 

WE CAN SEE THE REPEATED UNCHALLENGED HAMMERING AT LA 
MADDALENA COULD WELL RESULT IN PLACING AN ALREADY 
DIFFIDENT ITALIAN GOVERNMENT, PRESSED BY HOSTILE MEM 
BERS OF PARLIAMENT, IN THE POSITION WHERE IT WOULD BE 
FORCED TO TAKE ACTION CONTRARY TO OUR INTERESTS. 

4. IN REFTEL, DEPARTMENT EXPRESSED SOME RESERVATIONS 
ABOUT AN ATTEMPT TO SECURE A FAVORABLE PRESS ARTICLE, 
SUGGESTING GREATER DESIRABILITY OF SEEKING COOPERATION 
OF THE ITALIAN PRESS THROUGH THE GOI, WITH POSSIBILITY 

OF GOI SELECTING MEMBERS OF THE PRESS, FOR BRIEFING 
AND AN UNCLASSIFIED TOUR, WHO WOULD PRODUCE FAVORABLE 
REPORTING. UNFORTUNATELY, WE DO NOT BELIEVE THAT 
APPROACH WOULD LEAVE THE STARTING GATE. THE GOI, IN 
OUR OPINION, CLEARLY PREFERS (HOWEVER UNREALISTICALLY) 

TO AVOID GIVING ANY VISIBLE EVIDENCE OF ACTIVE SUPPORT FOR 
OUR PRESENCE AT LA MADDALENA. MOREOVER, WE HAVE LITTLE 
CONFIDENCE IN THE ABILITY OF THE GOI, WERE IT WILLING 
TO BECOME VINVOLVED, TO SELECT THE MORE RESPONSIBLE NEWS- 
MENT AVAILABLE. 
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5. THERE REMAINS UNDOUBTEDLY SOME RISK THAT THE BRIEF- 
ING AND TOUR THAT CAN BE ARRANGED AT LA MADDALENA WOULD 
NOT RESULT IN FAVORABLE COVERAGE, AND THAT THE PRESSURES 
FOR AN "INTERESTING STORY" COULD PROMPT EVEN A "RESPONSI- 
BLE" NEWSMAN TO LAPSE INTO THE KIND OF SENSATIONALIST 
REPORTING THAT SELLS NEWSPAPERS. BUT ON BALANCE, WE 
BELIEVE THAT THE RISK IS GREATER IN CREATING AN AURA OF 
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SUCH SECRECY THAT THE READERS OF THE ITALIAN PRESS 
WILT. BE PERSUADED THAT THEIR INTERESTS ARE BING COM- 
PROMISED. 

6. IF THE DEPARTMENT AGREES, THE EMBASSY WOULD PROPOSE 
ASSEMBLING A SMALL GROUP OF ITALIAN NEWSMEN OF ITS 
CHOICE FOR A VISIT TO LA MADDALENA ALONG THE LINES 
SUGGESTED PARA 3, REFTEL. WE WOULD IN SUCH CIRCUM- 
STANCES INFORM THE MFA AT THE WORKING LEVEL OF OUR 
INTENTION AND OBTAIN WHATEVER CONCURRENCE IS REQUIRED. 

(IT IS LIKELY THAT THE MOD WILL WANT TO CLEAR THE VISIT 
OF ITALIAN NATIONALS TO A BASE THAT IS IN FACT UNDER 
ITS CONTROL.) SUCH A VISIT WOULD SOLVE THE IMMEDIATE 
PROBLEM OF REMO LUGLI, WHOSE RECEPTION AT LA MADDALENA 
WE BELIEVE HIGLY IMPORTANT IN TERMS OF THE MISSION'S 
RELATIONSHIP WITH HIS NEWSPAPER AND HIS EDITOR. 

ALTHOUGH WE WOULD PROBABLY PREFER MORE PERSONAL TREAT 
MENT THAN A GROUP VISIT WOULD PERMIT, WE WOULD SEE GREAT- 
ER ADVANTAGES IN THE INTRA-PRESS DIALOGUE THAT COULD 
ENSURE AND THE POSSIBILITY THAT THE FANCIES OF ANY 
ONE NEWSMAN WOULD BE SOMEWHAT DAMPENED BY THE PRESENCE 
OF OTHER REPORTERS AT THE SAME BRIEFINGS. 

BEAUDRY 
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